Writing Center designed with the principles of the one she experienced during her collegiate education, including paid peer consultants. Fourth-grade teacher Michele Kirkwood (now a district reading specialist) recounts the process she and her colleagues (grades 3-5) engaged in to build their research base for writing instruction and to implement writer's notebook in their classrooms, and she discusses specific strategies for its use.
The next three articles continue with forms of teacher research and how teachers raised questions and inquired with their students to find answers. Kristin Gedeon discusses how she began to question the types of responses she offered students on their writing. She learned about teacher research and asked volunteer students to participate in a study that led to a (re)examination of her approach to response and writing assessment. Through further study of literature in the field and classroom research, Gedeon describes how she developed a principled approach to response, including "both teacher-to-student and student to-teacher communication."
Nicole Guinot Varty takes us through the process that led her "pre-freshmen" (college) students in a summer bridge program to learn a new genre of writing (zines), write for "real audiences," and develop their writing voice.
At the middle school level, Jill Fyke presents how she guided students through poetry and-by taking risks as a teacher and writer-helped them develop confidence in their writing voices and a capacity to hear different perspectives through listening to the voices of a text.
Finally, George Ella Lyon, one of the keynote speakers at the Autumn Assembly (October 30), urges us, and our students, to find our stories. As Lyon says, "To be good [at writing or any discipline], you have to spend a lot of time practicing, learning the moves, gaining strength and agility." But someday during a moment of opportunity and exhilaration, "you'll be glad" you did the work. 
